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September

2,

1970

Mr. John Acuff
276 E . 12th
Coo kev ille,
Tennessee
Dear

John:

I am so glad you felt
free to write
about the p ossible
misunderstanding
regarding
our exit
from th e Retreat.
Th e sole reas on
Sue and I left
so early
was due to th e change
in plans
that
called
for the 7 to 9 s es sion before
breakfast.
We had p lanne d all along
to leave
after
the fellowship
with you and others
afte r breakfast
,
because
of having
our children
i n Nashville,
my father
in a Memphi s
hospital
and my having
to sp eak in Little
Ro ck the next Sunday
morning .
In fiew of these
three
factors,
and in view of the _ number of
mi les to be covered
and the number of things
to be done on Saturday
,
I had to leave
that
early.
There was no change
in our plans
because
of the Friday
or Thursday
eveni ·ng sessions.
Of cours e , I recognized
the unique
~ift
Roy has.
I love him and
sup p ort h i m fully
in what he does in the name of Chri st.
I saw
James
Lowden and others
like him there
on Friday
night
a nd had to fight
desperately
with my reaction
to the fact
that we were doing absolutely
nothing
but engagi n g in "stream
of cons~iousness."
I was also re p ulsed
by the continual
reference
to the institutional
churc h.
No one is more
at the center
of the corrupt
institutional
church
than myself.
That
is why I feel
so strongly
that
the more we talk
about
it,
the less we
help it,
and there.fore,
the more we must turn to the word of God and
to the centering
-down of our .lives
in Jesus
Christ,
as that
word describes
so clearly.
There was no personal
reaction
to Roy.
I appreciate
him and love him.
It wasn't
either
the h a nd or the foot telling
~ach oth er what to do, it was a matter
of both the hand and the foot
being
disconnected
from the head.
Please
help Al and any others
in Nas hvill e to understan
d this.
There
no judgment
on the Retreat.
You will
remember
I got a lot of judgment
from those
attending
it.
This I fully
accepted
because
of the honesty
that
needed
to prevail
and did prevail
. We, ne vert hel ess,
stayed
in
the word and ministered
to some needs.
I am thankful
for all those
who were helped
during
this
last
Retreat,
and would not recall
it or
suggest
that
it should
not have occurred
for an:ttthing.

is

•.
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2, John Acuff

John, your spiritual
condition
is going to be affected
by many
factors.
Since the Christian
life is the life
of the total
man,
your economics,
your professional
life,
your family life and your
church life,
along with many other factors
of your multifaceted
life,
will directly
affect
your spiritual
life.
I think you have to really
live by Colossians
2,6 and 7; Matthew 11:28-30;
and Philippians
2:
12,13.
I hope ~hat you will not allow yourself
to unconsciously
overcompensate
for your other pressures
by being a big spokesman at the
organized
services
of the church.
I also hope that you will not
foolishly
expose your hand in Bible classes
so that people are able
to label you before they can get to know you personally
and therefore,
come to respect
you more deeply for the convictions
you have and the
convictions
that you need to share with them.
Remember that every day
is a new experience
of confessing
the Lord Jesus.
These days in
Cookeville
over the next few months certainly
ought to be lived with
Oswald Chambers,~
Utmost, For Hls Highest.
This is why I have
cautioned
you all along about making sure that you do the very best
possible
job in your practice.
Somewhere in a society
like Cookeville,
you have to authenticate
yours&&f or validate
yourself.
Nothing speaks
more loudly in that culture
than a successful
professional
man, and
out of that success
can come even more open doors for your gcl7Wing
spiritual
life.
I want so badly for you to share the kind of relationship you have with Jesus with many of my fttends
in Cookeville,
but it
is going to be difficult,
and it is going to take time.
I am in
prayer that God will bless you with both deep spiritual
life
and reality as well as practical
wisd om.
Your experiences
on the way home from the Retreat
were beautiful.
The
question
is not to tell
the person you help "why" you do what you do,
but "who" has enabled you to even be concerned,
in the first
place.
The concern you have is for the person.
You should never allow the
person you are helping
to feel that he or she is not important
and not
at the center
of your concern.
To say that Christ
is the cause is
sometimes to say, at least
in the ears of the person being helped,
that
you have no belief
in the intrinsic
worth of the person himself
or
herself.
Matthew 25: 31- ,46 emphasizes
the "who" rather
than the "why"
and so does Colossi ans 3: 17 •· .
The get-together
in East Tennessee
with
I am so glad you got to talk with Dody

the Pridgens
at length.

sounds

great.

Again, help any of the fellows
in Nashville
you can to understand
my
acceptance
of the Retreat
and my belief
in the good that was done for
many pe ople.
Your brother,

John Allen
JAC:lc

